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Requirements: Illustrator CS2 + Background Plugin

1)  Select something basic, a rectangle.
It could be an image or symbol or more complex
shape, if required

2) Select the path. By default the plug-in
creates the paths throughout the document
but by clicking the view limits option you can
set the path’s range to the current view
(so zoom into a particular area of the document
and create the background path here). The
view option is a checkbox on the settings dialog
Update the number of copies to 100

3) By default, the plug-in generates exact
duplicates of the path, using the current fill and
stroke. Set the fill [R] option in settings and the
paths will be generated with different fills. The
fill color is based on the document color model

4) If you would like to add a basic 
drop shadow to the paths, select the 
shadow option on the settings dialog
A number of additional options are 
available such as randomizing the 
direction of the shadow or using the 
current color as the shadow or setting
a different opacity

5) Click on pattern (settings dialog)
and the plugin will generate a 
basic tiling pattern based on the 
original background. Note, if you 
started with 100 paths, and added
shadow, that will be 200 paths. If
you add the pattern to the mix, the
paths will now number 800. 
If the path is fairly complex, this
might be slow (say an image)


